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p ath . I l i ke t o l oo k a t n ew i de a s . I l i k e t o l o o k a t n ew
s olu t i o n s . I ' d we l co m e t he oppor t un i t y . T hank y o u ,
Nr. P re s i d e n t .

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you , Senator Re dfield. We' re
d isc u s s i n g t h e Re d f i e l d a m e n dment t o t h e com m i t t e e am e ndment s t o
LB 285 . On wi t h d i sc u s s i o n . Se n a t o r Ba ke r .

SENATOR BAKER: Than k you, Senator Cudaback and members of the
L egi s l a t u r e . I r i se i n sup p o r t o f Se n a t o r Red f i e l d ' s am e n dment .
I t h i n k i t ' s go o d p o l i cy t o f or ce t h i s bo d y t o l ook a t t h i s ,
reexamine what we' ve done in a few years. I think the public's
p ercep t i o n t h a t we h a d a t emp o r a r y i n c r e a s e i n LB 10 8 5, t h e r e ' s
no such thing as a temporary increase. They' re going rc come
back and say, temporary, no; you just made it permanent; we knew
you would; you' ve done it. This would at least give us a little
b i t o f b r e a t h i ng r oo m , I t h i n k , i n t h a t r e g a r d . I t ' s b e e n an
interesting day. Following my e-mail, I had a comment published
in o ne o f t h e s t a t e wi d e pa p e r s a nd I ' l l t e l l y o u wh o ' s wi n n i ng
right now. It ' s the ta xpayers. A nd they ' re not as well
o rgan i z e d a s t he e du c a t i o n l o bb y . I a m he a r i ng f r om b o t h s i d e s ,
b ut I ' l l t e l l y ou , t a xp a y e r s a r e way ou t i n f r o n t a n d t h at
statement I made was I think we can still make some efficiencies
i n K - 1 2 e d u c a t i o n . I f we ca n ' t f i l l t he g ap , t h a t ' s p r ob a b l y
where we' re going to make some cuts. Taxpayers are ahead so far
t oday . I t h i n k t h a t i t ' s j u s t g o od p o l i cy t o co m e b a c k a nd
r eexamine t h i s . And I wi l l o f f e r an a me n d ment o n Se l e c t F i l e on
LB 285 to sunset the sales t ax , on l y I 'm going to make it
t hroug h t he ou t y e a r s so t h a t we wi l l n o t h a v e t o f a c e t h at
a gain, those of us term limited out in 2006. We ' ll push tha t
into the group of 20 new senators, whatever it is coming in. I
t h in k t ha t ' s j u s t g o o d p o l i cy . I t h i nk t h ey n e e d t o e x ami ne
t h i s . I n t h e f a c e o f t e r m l i mi t s , we sh o u l d n ' t ma k e i t t o o e a sy
for them . They may h ave some different ideas and approaches
t hat we need t o gi ve t h e m t h a t o pt i o n . I n t hi s cas e , w e ' r e not
g iving it to the m. W e ' re forcing them to look at all
opportunities. So this is a bitter pill for me to swallow. I
was o ne o f t ho s e s e n a t o r s w h o v o t e d ag a i n s t LB 10 8 5 a nd I wi l l
support i t t h i s t i m e. Wh y? Bec a use we j u s t can ' t cut our way
o ut o f a l l t h i s . I h av e co n s t i t u en t s o n bo t h s i d e s o f t ha t
issue too. They' re saying, oh, cut your way out of t his who le
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